CCN Transcript: Adoption/Permanency Resolution at J.C. 10/23/09


There are thousands of children in California waiting, hoping to be adopted by a loving family. In fact, about 71,000 children in our state live apart from their families in supervised out-of-home care. So every year the Judicial Council passes a resolution declaring November Adoption and Permanency Month in California courts. The goal is to encourage courts and local communities to take special measures to expedite adoption and permanency.

       
Michelle Sales was the honored guest this year. She described her own experiences in foster care, with her younger brother and sister. Her homeless mother turned the three children over to a shelter. 

Michelle Sales:“20 Years ago my brother sister and I sat in front of a judge and she decided who our parents were going to be.”
       
The feelings are painful, and ever-present.

Michelle Sales: “The reminder that somebody’s not coming back for you. You don’t have a home to go home to. It becomes a dark passage for you and it grabs you at moments where you think you’ve forgotten, when you think things are normal, it reminds you your mom isn’t coming back and your dad isn’t coming back, you’re not going home.” 

       
When the 3 kids were going to be separated, first they dropped off Michelle’s little sister Nicole.

Michelle Sales: “You’re not able to cry, or to shout even though inside all that’s happening, but you just freeze because after 2 years of this it doesn’t make any difference to cry or shout because you’re not in control of anything that’s happening to you. And my social worker got back into the car and she drove us to the next house and this time she said ‘It is Michelle’s turn.’ I walked up to the house, I was holding my bag, and my brother was pounding on the window, and I couldn’t do anything. And I think at that point the universe or God or somebody knew that that was my breaking point and I wouldn’t have made it out of it. The woman had an extra bed, so my brother got to come. He got out of the car and ran up to me. For 6 months we lived that way. We didn’t know where Nicole was, if we were going to see her again. And that’s really the story of so many kids in foster care. Right now as we’re sitting in this room, we have homes to go to tonight and our kids are safe, and my kids are safe, but there are thousands of kids who don’t know where they’re going tonight. And they don’t know if they’re ever going home. But the good ending to my story is we were adopted, as a group. It really is up to us  to make sure that the kids find permanency, that they find a family, because to wander through life as a child and all the things you go through, without a family, it’s just nothing that they should have to face.” 

       Michelle is now a mother of three.  And she works in the Stanislaus County Court Appointed Special Advocates program, CASA, devoted to helping children in dependency court.

       I’m Leanne Kozak reporting in San Francisco for California Courts News. 

