
©2007 Judicial Council of California 

Checklist of Grounds for Detention 
 
The child must be released unless you find that continuance in the home is contrary to 
the child's welfare and one of the following grounds for detention exist [WIC §636(a); 
CRC 5.760(c), (g)–(k)]: 

 The child has violated a court order. If this ground is alleged, you must 
consider: 

 The specificity of the violated order, 
 The nature and circumstances of the violation, 
 The severity and gravity of the violation, 
 Whether the violation endangers the child or others, 
 The prior history of disobedience of orders, 
 Whether you can be sure the child will show up in court without detention, 
 The nature of the underlying offense, and 
 The likelihood that you will order removal from custody. 

 The child has escaped from commitment. If this ground is alleged, you must 
consider whether the child:   

 Was committed to the Division of Juvenile Justice (former CYA) or another 
county facility, and 

 Escaped during commitment. 
 The child is likely to flee. If this ground is alleged, you must consider whether: 

 The child has previously fled or failed to appear, 
 The child’s parent or guardian can and will ensure the child’s presence at 

court, 
 The child promises to appear at scheduled appearances, 
 The child has disobeyed orders before, 
 The child is a county resident, 
 The nature of the offense increases the likelihood of flight, 
 There is an unstable home or school situation that makes flight likely, and 
 The child would probably be released on modest bail if there were no 

danger to the child and this were adult court. 
 Detention is an immediate and urgent necessity for the child’s protection. If 

this ground is alleged, you must consider whether: 
 The child can be cared for and protected until the next appearance, 
 The child is in danger from or addicted to drugs or alcohol, and 
 There are other compelling circumstances that make detention 

immediately and urgently necessary. 
 Detention is reasonably necessary to protect the person or property of 

another. If this ground is alleged, you must consider whether: 
 The offense involved physical harm to someone else or to property, 
 There is a history of physical harm or the substantial threat of physical 

harm to someone else or to property, or 
 Other compelling circumstances make detention reasonably necessary. 
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