
Flowchart of Dependency Proceedings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Informal 
Supervision 

(court may dismiss in favor 
of informal supervision at 

any time) 

DISPOSITION HEARING 
 (if not heard immediately after jurisdiction hearing, 

and child is in custody, set within 10 court days 
of jurisdiction hearing; otherwise, within 
30 calendar days of jurisdictional finding)

6-MONTH REVIEW HEARING
  (set within 6 months of disposition)

 

12-MONTH PERMANENCY HEARING 
(set within 12 months of date child 

                      entered foster care) 

POSTPERMANENCY PLANNING 
REVIEW HEARINGS  

(set every 6 months after permanent plan selected) 

Parental rights terminated and child 
referred for adoption 

Child returns or 
remains home 

Dependency Dismissed 

Legal Guardianship 

18-Month Permanency Review 
Hearing (set within 18 months of 

first removal)

24-Month Subsequent Permanency  
Review Hearing (set within 24 

months of first removal)

Foster care or planned 
permanent living arrangement

SELECTION AND IMPLEMENTATION 
.26 HEARING 

(set within 120 days of denial or 
termination of reunification services) 

JURISDICTION HEARING 
(if child is in custody, set within 15 court 
days of detention order; otherwise, within 

30 calendar days of filing petition) 

Petition Dismissed 

 INITIAL OR DETENTION HEARING 
(if child is in custody, set within 1 court 

day of filing petition; otherwise, 
within 15 court days) 

Dependency Petition Filed  
(if child is in custody, petition must 

be filed within 48 hours) 

Social Worker Investigation 
(child may be taken into protective custody) 
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