
Sample Script for Advisements 
at Arraignment in Traffic Cases 

 
RIGHTS 

You have the following rights as a defendant in this court: 
• To have the citation or complaint against you read in open court. 
• To be represented by an attorney. If you are charged with a misdemeanor 

and cannot afford an attorney, the court will appoint an attorney to represent 
you. 

• To enter a plea to the charges against you. You may plead guilty, not guilty, 
or no contest. 
 If you wish to plead guilty with an explanation to the court, you may do so. 

Your guilty plea, however, is an admission of the charged traffic violation, 
and your explanation will be considered only in determining the appropriate 
penalty.  

 A plea of no contest has the same effect as a plea of guilty except that it 
cannot be used against you in any civil action. 

• To subpoena witnesses to testify on your behalf. 
• To confront and cross-examine witnesses called by the prosecution. 
• To refuse to testify. This is your constitutional privilege against self-

incrimination. 
• To have your case tried within 45 days if you plead not guilty, unless you 

waive this right. If you do not waive this right and your case is not tried 
within 45 days, all charges against you must be dismissed. 

• To have a jury trial, if you are charged with a misdemeanor. 
• To delay sentencing by 6 hours (minimum) to 5 days (maximum) if you plead 

guilty or no contest. Because it may be inconvenient for you to return to court 
for sentencing at a later time, the court will presume that you prefer to be 
sentenced immediately unless you request a delay. 

• To appeal the court’s decision. 
 
If you don’t understand one or more of these rights, please request a further 
explanation. 
 
PENALTIES 

If you are convicted of an infraction, you may be fined, and any subsequent 
convictions may result in increased fines. If you are convicted of a misdemeanor, you 
may be fined and/or imprisoned, and for certain violations you may have your 
license suspended or revoked. 
 
You may be eligible to attend traffic violator school. You must still pay any fine 
imposed for the violation of which you were convicted, as well as the traffic violator 
school fee. But if you attend traffic violator school in accordance with this court’s 
order, the court may order that the conviction be held confidential by the DMV. If 
you wish to attend traffic violator school, please tell the judge when your case is 
heard. 
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